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Special Photos: Martin Gravely
Sherry Ingbritsen, front, plays Blanche DuBois in New Dawn Theatre Companyâ€™s production of â€œA Streetcar Named Desire.â€� Barbara Moras, who plays Eunice, and Nicole White, who plays Stella, look on.
If You Go
• What: "A Streetcar Named Desire" presented by New Dawn Theatre Company 

• When: 8 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday through Oct. 19

• Where: Red Clay Theatre and Arts Center, 3116 Main St., Duluth

• Cost: $15 adults, $12 students

• For more information: Call 770-622-1777 or visit newdawntheatrecompany.com 



Dream role

By Deanna Allen
Staff Writer

Shirley Ingbritsen is playing the role she always dreamed of in New Dawn Theatre Company's production of "A Streetcar Named Desire."

Blanche DuBois is the tragic subject of Tennessee Williams' play, an aging Southern belle denying the realities of her life and attempting to hide the ugliness of her past and who she has become, dependent on men and increasingly unstable mentally and emotionally. 

"(Blanche) is one of those dream roles that every actress wants to get her hands on," Ingbritsen said, a role that tests the full range of her acting skills and allows her to delve deep into the depths of Blanche's character. 

"One minute (Blanche is) happy and fun and the next minute she's just flying off the deep end," Ingbritsen said. "You don't know if you want to feel sorry for her, if you're mad at her, if she's crazy."

In preparing for her role as Blanche, Ingbritsen said once she had her lines down, she began to build the character by exploring what's behind Blanche's psyche and what her life has been like. 

The Dacula resident also studied Vivien Leigh's portrayal in the 1951 film "A Streetcar Named Desire." 

"I don't try to emulate what she does because you don't want to be Vivien Leigh doing Blanche, but I tried to find out what (Blanche) is all about and pull the emotions out of myself," Ingbritsen said. 

Ingbritsen is one of two original members who formed New Dawn Theatre Company in 2002. In addition to her work as an actress, she can also be found sitting in the director's chair for company productions. 


