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Written by Aaron Sorkin and directed by Sherry Ingbritsen, "A Few Good Men" is currently being performed by the New Dawn Theater Company at Duluth's Second Stage Theater. While this play originally debuted on Broadway in 1989, many of us are familiar with the plot because of the 1992 movie, starring Tom Cruise, Jack Nicholson and Demi Moore.
The obvious question here is, CAN YOU HANDLE THIS PLAY? Yes, you can.
The story is of two Marines accused of murder. Division assigns an arrogant Navy attorney, Lt. Daniel Kaffee, well known for his plea-bargaining, to defend the two young men. Assisted by Lt. Sam Weinberg and the tenacious Cmdr. Joanne Galloway, Kaffee, who has never taken a case to trial, soon realizes there is far more to the story than he first thought. 
The investigation turns to highly respected and decorated Col. Nathan R. Jessup, the commanding officer at the Guantanamo Bay naval base, and two of his officers. Were the boys ordered by their commanding officer to give the victim a "Code Red," a form of internal discipline? If so, are they responsible for an accidental death, or was it intentional murder? 
The famous highlight of the story is, of course, the courtroom face-off between Kaffee and Jessup.
The passion and dedication of the Marines is the crux of the story, as they relate to code, honor and, ultimately, authority. The brilliance of the play is that in addition to the thrilling entertainment value, numerous moral questions are raised for the audience, even those without military experience. Justice, in any form, is always a compelling theme.
Dedication was also apparent in the New Dawn Theater Company's production. The set was solid, the lighting perfect and the uniforms crisp. In a courtroom drama of this type, there is naturally a great deal of dialogue for the cast to deliver, and they did not disappoint. 
Jake Cullens did an outstanding job in the role of Weinberg. His humor seemed almost accidental, lending authenticity and charm to his character. Equally impressive was Martin Gravely, who played Capt. Jack Ross with sharpness and ease. Gravely, a former Marine, was also assigned the role of military adviser for the play, which may help explain how his own character was so deftly performed.
Interestingly, I found the voices of Bill Miller, playing Jessup, and Mike Yow, playing his officer Lt. Jonathan Kendrick, to be particularly satisfying, both in confidence and delivery. I would also like to specifically mention young Tyler Ledon, who played Cpl. Jeffrey Howard with marvelously professional humor and timing.
While no play of this caliber is likely to be performed flawlessly, director Ingbritsen and the members of the New Dawn Theater Company showed their fearlessness in attacking the complex subject. "A Few Good Men" will be performed through Sunday. Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for children. Call 678-938-3615 or visit www. ticketalternative.com.  

